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THO TAENAGH POP FANZING REVOLUTION are a bunch of 

kids born in the wrong time. We believe in flexis, 
typewriters, cassette tapes, & all sorts of 

cliche things like that but MOST IMPORTANTLY, we 

believe in Making Things For Ourselves. We're writing 
our own fanzines because the rest of the world has moved 
on to blogs & myspace & horrible internet things like 
that. But we like things we can hold & anxiously show 
our friends. we want to write the sort of thing that 
makes US excited... Hopefully it makes you excited too. 
we like zines full of silly teenage rambling & awkward 
interviews & sweet notes. And we hate hate hate that 

you can find those is on eBay for $20. So we're sort of 
trying to fix that. Because there's not a lot of pop 
fanzines left. Because we HAV to or we'll die or g 
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change or grow up or something unimaginable like that. of 
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(PLEASE get in contact with us if you have something to 
say or complain about or if you write a zine & want to 
be a part of our silly revolution or even if you don't 
have anything at all to say. Because generally we like 
you guys and we want to fall in 
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We've got quite a busy future ahead of us actually. We've got two 7" 
singles coming out in May. The first is on Cloudberry and features 
Lonely Planet on side A and Lazy Susan on side B. It is the first 

single of ours that we haven't split with someone so we're really 

excited about it. We've also got a split single coming out on 
Slumberland as part of their Searching For The Now series. It will 

be number 4 in the series and we're sharing the release with The 

Pains of Being Pure at Heart. We're really excited about this 

because we love them so much. Hugh (our bass player) met them when 
he was in New York last year and it turns out that Peggy (from 
POBPAH) used to play with my friend Neil in New Orleans many years 
ago (or maybe it was in DC I'm honestly not 100% sure). The strange 
connection is that Neil is actually responsible for Summer Cats 

existing as he introduced me to Scott and urged us to start a band 
together. To add to the two singles we've also got a 3" cd coming 

out on WeePOP! Which we're recording some more tracks for in a couple 
of weeks. It will hopefully be released in June or so. We're also 
planning on going into the studio again to record some more tracks in 
the middle of May and if we can scrape the money together we'll be 
trying to record a full-length LP sometime after July. I warned you 

we were busy didn't I? 
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The worst thing about being from Melbourne is easy, and that's is 
location. It is just so far away from everywhere and it costs so 
much to leave you can't really afford to do it once a month like you 
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can when you live in London. The best thing about being from 
Melbourne would be that there are so many great bands here that it 


doesn't really matter that much that you can't afford to constantly 
be flying to New York for shows, 
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So then we suddenly realize we have twenty minutes to make 
the thirty minute trip back to the dorm for dinner and i 
only have a very vague grasp of where the dorm actually is. 
By some miracle, we get there right as everyone is leaving 
and then we walk to another ridiculously far destination 
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“After dinner and a lot of hanging around, Alex and T 
decide we should g0 downtown for some birthday cake 

(Alex turned 16 the next day) So we started walking because 
it was very late and we weren't sure if the buses were 
running, Halfway there, we see a bus and chase it to the 
next stop, running all the Way and probably looking quite 
stupid ) 
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And that;s about it for my ixei ting Adventures In Athens, 
Definitely worth it, although TI am NoW poor dus to spending 
all my money on 7"s and a Tullycraft eee te (well, that 

and rollerskating and a wool skirt) 
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stories)? er el eee a4 oo 
It's amazing that "Tell Me Now" even exists. Nobody in the studio, including the 
engineer, could stand up. — A a ~ 
Also, James was mistaken for Douglas from the BMX Bandits in Japan (I had —> 
similar hair). He was presented with a beautifully wrapped gift by some giggling, 
girls and was in the process of unwrapping it when they saw the real Douglas © , 
and, realising their mistake, grabbed the present back off him, punching him toa 
the ground and spitting on his tear-soaked face. \o ‘n'a 0 0/ \o 002 
The last studio session Rex was asking to be spit roasted between James and 
Kier, the engineer. He was on all fours and everything. eably shouldn't 
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— the best thing you’ve done so far in 2008? 
eae mastering the art of chapatti-making. Mmmmmmm so 
pattis, I want some now. I'm going to make a load when I get home tonight 
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Any favorite venues you Ve played? Tellm 
Fountain! > “ P 
Memories...vague...fading fast...remember..-bright lights...loud noises.. 
The Glebe in Stoke was a great venue run by Heavy Metal Nutters. Shame 
nobody turned up. BP hd Bay 0,0 7% dy Roo y 
The Fountain was a4 long way to 99, that’s how Paul remembers it. Lots of 
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Yes we did play with Heavenly. an 


How do you feel about covers? sl a, . eg 
Covers? Well we've done "Made of stone", “Freight train of a ee Tee 
Lovet, "I'm in love with a boy who doesn't know | exist" and "How 


problem like Maria" 


to see you play? 
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erning James’s vampirism true? 


conc ; i 
saat aaa ee has been to the doctors for that and he's told us it's 


That's true, but James 
under control. 


Would you consider running away and joining a gypsy punk band? 
Does it look like we might? 


Who do you love? 
We love everyone and everything. Don't ask "What will the world do for me" ask 
"What can do for the world" 


What’s your Wish For The World? 

A wish? Well I wish that for even just one minute everyone would undestand 
what everyone else was talking about - not languages and shit, like realy 
understand why they believe what they believe. A bit more understanding is 
what we all need. ut you? 


most important thing abo 


What's the font is verdana 


My fdavourite 


Any tattoos you'd like to mention? 
I have 3 tattoos, a word from shelley jackson's book (look it up, it's called 
"Skin") a swallow for all the girls that don't (Sorry, crass) and a dragon. Rex has 


loads, James has two and I don't think Hayley has any, or at leas none that she 
talks about. 


I can get the full detials off rex if you'd liek, and pictures (he did but then I 
ran out of room) 


Who'd be most likely to eat a steak? 
Me and James are vegetarian, but Rex isn't and neither is Hayley 
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The Lucksmiths have been around for apparently almost as long as I’ve been alive, and have 
made all sorts of lovely, witty pop music. More recently they’ve come out with a two-disc 
album of assorted rarities that is definitely worth checking out. And this is the first ever 
microphone interview I’ve done! Exciting! 
rt (as a band) 
t your first-ever conce 
So tell me about ¥ 
Mark: Well, coincidentally enough, it was actually 15 years ago to the day two days ago and it was 
pretty ramshackle. We had only really been rehearsing together specifically for that show for a few 
weeks and we had about half a dozen songs ready to go and the rest was just sort of pieced together 
and we kind of just told hilarious jokes to cover for our lack of songs. It was really fun. | can actually 
remember it pretty clearly. so they were a kind of 
; i’ sins riends 
Marty; We only got off of it cause Tali’s cou h some f 


d Tali had been 
‘emate band and when they heard |i 
iy meres us a show, so were weren't really prepared. 


What’s the most exciting thing you’v 


Mark: Hmm, exciting... | think at the moment it’s pretty exciting for us because we're getting ready to 
record pretty soon for our new album so we’ve just been investigating different places where we could 
record and some of them are pretty exciting, so we might end up recording it in a shack which is sort 
of a rainwater tank out in the wild of Tasmania so that’s kind of exciting to think about at the moment, 


were in the Sugargliders 
kind of writing some songs wit 


e done so far this year? 
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part of being in a ban in 
together. 


Mark: Yeah, we go on these exciting song-writing trips where we go for like two or three days and we 
just play each other songs and work on ideas and stuff and because we have these extremely 
exciting busy lives, we don’t get much of a chance to just play each other new songs that often. So, 
yeah, that’s pretty exciting. And we get to make pizza, which is the most exciting part. 


: Ply) 
Even more so than songwriting? — favo urite patt. 
_ ae pizza toppings 

é ting with pizza 
Mark: Yeah, yeah. Experimen ® 
Oh, yeah? What’s your favorite pizza topping? 

Mark: Well, Marty, what's your favourite pizza topping, do you think? 


Marty: When we went away last weekend, | had sopressa which is like a kind of Italian salami and 
roast capsica and mushroom. And you know, tomato sauce and cheese. 


Mark: You might have to spell that word... 
Marty: Sopressa? 
Mark: Sopressal 


Marty: S-O-double-P-R-E-double-S-A... it mightn’t be a double P, I’m not sure... (from what | can 
tell from googling quickly, it’s probably spelled sopressa) 


Mark: My one’s a little less exciting... my topping was a little less exciting because I’m vegan so | 
don't have any cheese or any fancy meats or anything like that on there, but Tali and | made some 


0 really delicious roasted eggplant to put on it also that was pretty tasty. 


Oh, that’s pretty exciting! 


Mark: And Marty’s got this classic marinara sauce recipe that he’s really really perfected, so that was 
kind of the basis of all our delicious pizzas. 


Marty: ...1 don’t think that’s actually a recipe, marinara sauce. | think it’s more just a can of tomato 
sauce slow-cooked for a long time! 


Well, close enough... 

Mark: Yeah, what’s your favorite pizza topping? 

My favorite pizza topping? | like olives, Vm pretty much boring. 
Mark: Olives! 


Marty: Yeah, we forgot the olives. That was the one drawback of this last pizza-making. We all forgot 
to buy some olives. 


Oh, that’s very tragic! 

Mark: It was still exciting, though! Still the most exciting thing that’s happened this year. 
Oh, yeah, there you go! It ties back into previous questions! Perfect! 

Mark: Haha, | know! I’m one question behind. 


So how many new songs have you written? Can | know their song titles or are they secret? 
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Marty: One of my songs for the album is called the National Mitten Registry, and that’s based on 

something that | read about from a Canadian newspaper that runs a service that’s basically a website 
where people who find a lost glove or mitten on the ground can send it in and they'll put a picture of it 
up on the website and anyone who’s lost a mitten can kind of hopefully be reunited with it. So | wrote 


Ses and it’s my first ever song written from the point of view of a missing mitten, so that’s kind of 
ice. ; 


, uickly- 
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really interesting and post-moder 


And extra special! 

Mark: Yeah! And extra special. 

What’s the craziest thing you’ve had a fan do for you? 

Marty: We get lots of presents, especially in Japan. When we first went to Japan, we couldn't believe 


there’d be people waiting outside the venues when we turned up for sound check or whatever that 
had brought us presents or baked us cookies. I’ve got a little son now who's a couple of years old and 


ZO 


his little sandwich box actually was given to us by a girl in Japan and it contained | think, vegan 
chocolate cookies or something that she’d made for us. And that was kind of nice, | mean, it’s not all 
that crazy. In fact, it's perfectly sensible and we wish more people would do it! 


Mark: | guess some fans who are now our friends because they do something amazing for us... hang 
on, that sentence didn’t really roll... Some friends who used to be fans but are now just our friends 
which | think are all fans took us aqua golfing. We went and played aqua golfing with these people 
when we were in Sydney. We went to the blue mountains and before you get to the blue mountains 
there’s this place where you can play this thing called aqua golf... it's not as exciting as it sounds. 


iti olf balls into a bid pond. 
Marty: Its really just hitting 9 
Mark: Yeah... anyone can do it, really. 
i States? 
Fortune 'n the 
Marty: Do you have the show Wheel of 
Mark: © Yeah, we do. 


ne of 
Lucksmiths. Our fans was on Wheel of 
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testant once and asked Oran 
Ot that’s awe 


Mark: | don't know if that’s really crazy, but that was my career highligt it. 


Best being-in-a-band story? 


Marty: We played a show in Sydney once when we'd been together a few years. The three of us who 
were originally in the Lucksmiths all met in high school so we’ve known each other for a long time. 
We played this show after we'd probably been playing shows for about six or seven years in Sydney 
and there was a guy at the show who went to high school with us and who we hadn't seen for a long 
time. He was a bit of an odd guy in high school so we didn’t really know him very well. And the next 
day in the car, we were driving back between Sydney and Melbourne; it’s like a ten hour drive. And 
we were a couple of hours out of Sydney and we were talking about how strange it was to see this 


guy at the show-- 


4 chang 
«c nickname, We \cl 
ickname, but we won't say his nickn 
Mark: He has a nic . 


Quilty. 
Marty: Quilty. Alright, we'll call him Quilty. And Tali is a little bit generally vague in these things and 
doesn't have a great recollection for names and faces and things and he was trying to remember who 
he was so we were trying to describe this guy to Tali because he hadn’t seen him at the show and he 
couldn’t really remember him. 


Mark: We’re like, “you know, he was kind of an odd guy, had a bit of a facial twitch, big kind of fuzzy 
red hair, you know, used to play the trumpet,” and then, just as we were telling Tali this story, we kind 
of came around a bend in the highway and just at that point in the highway there’s this river gorge 
when the highway crosses this big bridge. 


Marty: It’s spectacular. 


Mark: It’s pretty nice. It’s the highlight of the drive. So we were just describing this Quilty guy to Tali 
and we came around the bend and we just said, “there he is.” And he was standing by the side of the 
road, playing his trumpet into the gorge right when we went past! We basically spent the next six 
hours wetting our pants about it. That was the funniest thing I’ve ever seen in my life. Most of our 
amazing tour stories involve Tali and they actually usually involve him in handcuffs or something but 


he doesn't like us to talk about it too often because it usually involves some just kind of vague 
stupidity rather than anything exciting. 


9 
rye done S° tar 


What's your ‘ 
Marty: Eh, | don’t know. They kind of all blur into one. 


Mark: How about Adelaide, summer of 94? Hm... | don’t know... it’s hard to remember tours as being 

really great. Generally speaking, any tour we've done with the Ladybug Transistor has been a lot of 

fun, and there’s been quite a few of those now, actually. There’s been five or so, including Australia. 

And the one we did around America half with the Ladybug Transistor and half on our own was 

probably the most fun. Our record label boss, Mike Babb from Drive-In records, foolhardily loaned us 

his Ford Thunderbird for the journey and we managed to do two figure 8s across the whole of 

America. | dunno if it was all in the T-bird but a lot of it was. We gave it back to him and it had like one 

wheel dangling off of it. It was missing two wheels! So that was probably the most fun, driving around 

in the T-bird. fneit 
ica we hadn 

the first time We got to see a lot of parts of Americ 
That was the @ i States. 
Marty: That was pretty ree nest firme we'd been in ihe 
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Mark: And that was probably the time we met Masters of the Hemisphere as well. 
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them in Athens, with the floor falling out In 


Do you tend to write songs based more on personal experience or on characters? 


Marty: Less from personal experience, really. | mean, they’re usually a bit of both but I'd say that it’s 
more made up. The older | get, the more boring my life gets, so | don’t want all my songs to get more 
boring with it, so I’m forced to invent more and more. 

Mark: Some people love boring songs! 


Marty: Hey, I’ve been mining that well for a long time. 
Mark:...Can you mine a well? 


| | | : 2 

Marty: | dunno, it’s something to attempt, | guess, if | ever have Le ast git 
What're your favorite/leas 

it’s okay- 

Ws a mixed metaphor, it 


Mark: My favourite would be the National Mitten Registry, which is the new one and possibly the 
newest... : 


* hear it! 
I think you’re just taunting me because I can 


Mark: You're going to love it! 


Marty: | listened to the demo the other day. It’s a bit slow. 


Mark: Yeah, we need to pick it up a little. It’s a disco track, did we mention that? | think we only got it 
to 118 BPM, we need to pick it up to 120. 


Marty: Hit 120 on the nose... 


Mark: Yeah, hmm, least favorite... there are many. 22. 
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Marty: A lot of the early ones. They're just literally unlistenable. \j 


them. | found a reference somew 
“Adolescent Song 0 
amazing songwriting an 


lease.” : ; 
P Mark: The example he used, it wasn't even wit! 


Marty: | don’t know what he was thinking. That was the first song of ours | recall that we swore never 
to play again. We got tired of playing it. It used to be kind of just a joke song and some people used to 
really love it so we just kept getting hassled to play it all the time. 


Mark: | think it’s the songs we wrote whilst young undergraduates...they still get the undergrads. 
Which to us, it now is geriatric. Now isn’t that funny? 


So what are you going to say if | say | like that song? 


Mark: Well, the thing is we used to liked it as well. We got to play it every night for a long time and we 
got sick of it after that. Early on, we didn’t have all that many other songs to swap it up in the set list, 
so | think we grew tired of it after about three years of playing it every single gig. 
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Marty: Yeah, my favourite albums of last year were... | loved the Aquador (7?) River record. | love all 
their records the last few years, So that was hardly a surprise. And what else? There was something 
alse that came out last year... | liked the Saturday Looks Good to Me record as well a lot. | dunno, | 
feel like it’s been a while since I’ve stumbled across a new band and, y'know... 


Mark: | think | really loved... a band that | was never that into before that had a reissue that came out 
last year was the Young Marble Giants, and | got really into that album. And also, Glass Candy 

album that came out last year. | just went and saw them play last night and they were great, and their 
album’s fantastic. cutnat recently, too- 


Alright, you can tell me your favorites that came 


Mark: Okay, o 
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Tell about the music scene in Melbourne! What's the best part of being from there? 
ell me 


Mark: Well, the best (and the worst) parts about being from Melbourne is that there are so many 
bands playing all the time, so you kind of lose track, and if you do try and keep up with them all, you 
end up broke and hungover a lot and just tired in general. But, yeah, there are so many great bands 
around here at the moment. There’s a jot of great pop bands and there’s also a lot of great sort of 
folky bands playing at the moment and sort of countryish bands as well. 


Marty: We were very fortunate to come from here. | think it’s got an incredibly good live music scene 
and has been like that the whole time we've been playing for fifteen years, So yeah. Every now and 
ae you sort of think it’s starting to like, wane a little bit, but it’s really just as strong as it's ever been. 


Mark: We just had a show on the weekend at the bicycle velodrome that we put on. Generally bands 
play in bars and clubs here but we're trying to branch out a little bit to do some sort of outdoors shows 
and some all ages shows. The all ages scene | guess in Australia isn’t as strong as it is in America. 
It's hard for a band to go on tour and just do all ages shows because it ends up costing a lot to put 
them on because the venues charge a lot and things like that because they can’t sell liquor unless it’s 
over 18. Yeah, we just had the show at the bicycle velodrome and were remarking on this the other 
day, about other bands we could consider to play with us for the next one. The list basically went off 
two pages. So there’s a lot of bands playing in Melbourne and if | were to go on a holiday to any city 
in the world if | wasn’t from Melbourne, I’d probably come to Melbourne. 
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Marty: I’m going to go/buy the new Grand Salvo album this aft 
life-altering masterpiece. 
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Mark: Folky, yeah. His voice 
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Well, I'll have to listen and report back! 
Mark: Yeah! Well, thanks a lot, Katy! 


Yeah, thanks too! 


Mark: Ye it’ 
ah... sorry it’s taken so long to get this thing together! 


i Thursday--- 
¢ til] my t 

noon! \Wwss 

ea good after 


Marty: For the afternoon? Um, well, | might try to go to buy this record. And I've got to think about my 
footie tips. 
ootball season is in full swing. 


Yeah, Australian f 
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Mark: Are you going to go? 
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Yeah! Tomorrow afternoon. 
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Mark: Yeah.. 


Mark: How long for? 


Marty: No... 
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Marty: No, s’alright. 
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And thanks so much for the interview! 
Mark: No worries! Talk to you again soon! 
Credit to helping me understand bits | couldn’t hear go to the fab Louise Brooks, Zinester 


Extraordinaire. There’s still maybe one or two things | probably didn’t hear right or 
something, but good enough for a first voice interview! 
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